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A MAM 
A SHOP 





b 




A 








GOD HAS SAID IN THE 
QURAN, "WHOEVER 



I HAVE STOLEN TWO FRUITS 



HE SHALL HAVE TEN 

LIKE IT, WHOEVER 
BRINGS AN EVIL DEED 

HE SHALL BE 
RECOMPENSED 
ONLY WITH THE 

LIKE OF IT" 
ON THIS BASIS 



SINS IN MY ACCOUNT, BUT I HAVE 
GIVEN IT IN THE WAY OF GOD, SO 

I EARNED W GOOD DEEDS. 
REDUCING FROM HO, I STILL 

HAVE 36 GOOD 



A PITY THAT YOU HAVE 
NO KNOWLEDGE OF 



1 



"ALLAH ONLY ACCEPTS FROM THOSE WHO GUARD (AGAINST EVIL) 
C5:27). YOU HAVE EARNED FOUR SINS BY STEALING THOSE FOUR 
ITEMS AND FOUR MORE 

WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF THE OWNERS. SO YOU HAVE 
COLLECTED EIGHT SINS BUT NOT A SINGLE GOOD DEED. 



WITH SUCH INTERPRETATIONS AND JUSTIFICATIONS NOT 
ONLY DO THEY MISLEAD THEMSELVES, BUT OTHERS AS WELL 
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signs, 




may take admonishment. (38:29) 



In the Traditions 



The Prophet with regards to Allah's verse in the Qur'an "and recite 




I 



ur an in a 















Imam Ali said, "Verily there is no good in recitation that does 
not have contemplation in it. Verily, there is no good in worship 




ARTIST S NOTES: the verses of the quran cannot be understood if the reader 

APPROACHES THEM BY IMPOSING HIS IDEAS ON THEM. RATHER, THEY SHOULD BE APPROACHED 
WITH AN OPEN & SINCERE HEART TO UNDERSTAND THEIR OUTER AND INNER MEANINGS. THE 
QURAN CAN HAVE AN EMPOWERING EFFECT ON THE READER. IT IS A BOOK THAT CHALLENGES, 
DEBATES, CRITICIZES, AND INSPIRES THE READER.. AT TIMES, ONE MAY FEEL THAT THEY ARE NOT 
READING THE QURAN, BUT RATHER THAT THE QURAN IS READING THEM. 
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Repel (evil) with what is best, and lo! He between whom and you 



was 







And the servants of the Most Merciful are those who walk upon the 
earth easily, and when the ignorant address them [harshly], they say 












of your character." 




it 









ice, 













M 








Prophet saying 



tf 







people have the most perfect faith?" "Those of them who have 
the best character", he 


















ARTIST'S NOTES: i recall this anecdote whenever someone is rude, the IMAM'S 

APPROACH IS BEAUTIFUL. RATHER THAN DISAGREEING WITH HIM, WHICH WOULD HAVE 
AGGRAVATED THE SITUATION, THE IMAM HAD HOPE IN THE OTHER MAN'S GOODNESS AND USED 
IT AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS HIS SUBMISSION TO GOD & BELIEF IN HIS FORGIVENESS. 




ARTIST'S NOTES: when i recall this story, it gives me hope that mo matter how 

PAINFUL MY CIRCUMSTANCES ARE, I HAVE A CHOICE HOW TO REACT TO IT. INSTEAD OF LOOKING 
AT THE SHADOW, I CAN FOCUS MY ATTENTION ON HOW BRIGHT THE SUN IS SHINING. THE 
CIRUMSTANCES OUTSIDE OUR LIFE ARE NEUTRAL. WHAT MAKES THEM GOOD OR BAD IS OUR 
REACTION TO THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES. 




In the Traditions 



■ 



OGod, 













and despise Thy decision! 



OGod, 






give to me a trust through which I may admit 

that Thy decree runs only to the best, 







for what Thou hast conferred upon me! 
Preserve me from imagining any meanness 











for the noble is he whom obedience to Thee has ennobled 



and the exalted is he whom worship of Thee has exalted! 





In 




with the Decree of God 
by Imam Zainul Abideen 
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ARTISTS NOTES: whem i was in my early teems, i remember being influenced by people 

WHO THOUGHT EXPRESSING ANGER AT PEOPLE BELOW THEM WAS A SIGN OF STRENGTH. I WOULD 
COPY THEM> THINKING THAT WAS THE RIGHT WAY TO BEHAVE. THEN A DAY CAME WHEN I READ THIS 
STORY IN NAHJUL BALAGHA. IT WAS A TURNING POINT FOR ME IN UNDERSTANDING THAT SHOWING 
ANGER IS NOT A SIGN OF STRENGTH. THE STORY INFLUENCED ME ON HOW I RESPONDED TO 
SITUATIONS THAT AROUSED ANGER IN ME. 
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GRANDSONS OF THE PROPHET (S), IMAM HASSAN & 
BEDOUIN PERFORMING HIS WUDHU. 



0 
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I 





YUCK! 

THA T IS JUST 



DISGUSTING 




A* 
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^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ARTIST'S NOTES: when i heard this story, it changed the way i looked at sins, i 

REALIZED CERTAIN ACTS ARE SINS BECAUSE THOSE ACTIONS RESTRICT OUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH. IF 
WE ARE ABLE TO REFLECT THE DAMAGE THAT SINS DO TO OUR SOUL, STAYING AWAY FROM THEM 
WILL BE AS NATURAL AS STAYING AWAY FROM SOMETHING THAT IS DISGUSTING. 
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THEN I BEG 

YOU TO GIVE 
YOUR SWORD J 

^23 










Allah's sake, though it may be against your own selves or (your) 
parents or near relatives; if he be rich or poor, Allah is nearer to 
them both in compassion; therefore do not follow (your) low desires, 











In the Traditions 



The Prophet said, "Islam is Good Manners 




ARTIST'S NOTES: SOMETIMES, our love for personalities bund us from the truth. 

THE NAMES OF GOD REFLECT DIVINE PRINCIPLES, AND OUR ULTIMATE JOURNEY IS TOWARDS HIM. 
THEREFORE, OUR GOAL SHOULD BE TO FOLLOW DIVINE PRINCIPLES. DOING SO WILL HELP US TO SEE 
THE WORLD WITHOUT PREJUDICES & TO MAKE DECISIONS WITH CONFIDENCE. 
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XT SEEMS THERE 
IS NO ONE TO CARRY 

YOUR LOAD. 
ALLOW ME 



i ■ 



THANK 
YOU SIR 



MY HUSBAND WAS A 
SOLDIER. CALIPH AH SENT 
HIM TO THE FRONTUNES 
WHERE HE WAS KILLED. 



ff 



•I 



NOW I'M LEFT 

ALONE WITH MY 
CHILDREN *SOB* 



MOM IS 

BACK! 



J — 



■■■II I 



HEARING THE STORY OF THE WIDOW 



THA T NIGHT. 



\ 



» 



THE NEXT MORNING 



I BROUGHT 

SOM E FOOD 
FOR YOU 



I CAN HELP 
AROUND AS 



O THANK YOU 
KIND SIR! 



t I 



V 



* 






DEAR CHILDREN, 
FORGIVE ALI IF 




TOWARDS 
YOU 



YOU CAN TAKE 
CA RE OF THE 
KIDS, WHILE I 

COOK 



.» 





TASTE 
THE HEAT 

OF THE FIRE. 
IS FOR THOSE 
WHO FAIL IN 
THEIR DUTY TO 
WIDOWS A ND 
ORPHA NS 




■ 




O WOMAN! 





CALIPH ALI 
WORKING 
IN YOUR 
HOME 



7 



> ■ 




■ 
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Remember, Maalik, that amongst your subjects there are two kinds of 
people: 































category 

same weaknesses and disabilities that human beings are inclined to, 
they commit sins, indulge in vices either intentionally or foolishly and 

ty of their deeds. Let your 


















— 



way 














forgiveness to you. 



Excerpt of letter by Imam Ali to Maalik Al-Astar 




ARTIST S NOTES: the more i think about it, the more i realize that the world around 
us is a reflection of our inner self, nothing is good or bad outside of us, but we make 

IT SO THROUGH THE FILTER OF OUR WORLD VIEW. THIS IS A VERY DIFFERENT WAY OF LOOKING AT 
THE WORLD, AND MEANS IF WE WANT TO CHANGE THE WORLD, WE START BY CHANGING WHAT'S 
WITHIN OURSELVES. IF WE WANT TO RID THE WORLD OF POVERTY, WE NEED TO START BY 
REMOVING THE POVERTY OF LOVE IN OUR HEARTS. 





The Prophet said "O Um Ayman! Did you not know that my brother 
Jesus never kept dinner for breakfast or breakfast for dinner? 
He would eat from the leaves of trees, drink from rainwater, wear 




28 




0 PROPHET MUHAMMAD 
WHO HAS 6 RE ATE R 
RIGHT OVER ME? 
MY MOTHER OR FATHER? 



WHY DO YOU 
GIVE THE MOTHER 
THREE RIGHTS TO 




vi) 






I 









AMD THEM? 



if 



YOUR MOTHER 






YOUR MOTHER CARRIED YOU FOR 
MIME MOMTHS, AMD GAVE BIRTH 



TO YOU 







SHE GAVE UP 

HER SLEEP, 
SUCKLED YOU, 

CARRIED AMD 
CLEAMED YOU 



HO, 50, 60 SHE 
STILL FOLLOWED 



YOUR 



WITH 



COULD I REPAY HER 
FOR ALL THAT SHE'S 





M 





"NOT 
EVEN 

ONE 
NIGHTS 
DUE. 1 " 




i 






THIS DIFFEREMCE: 
YOUR MOTHER LOOKED 

for you TO LIVE, 

WHILE YOU ARE 
WAiTlMG FOR 
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In the Quran 





And that ye be kind to your parents, Say not to them (so much as) Tie' 
chide them, but speak to them a generous word. (17:23) 






fill me with awe of my parents, 

the awe one has toward a tyrannical sovereign 



and let me be devoted to them, 






more gladdening to my eyes 

than sleep to the drowsy 
and more refreshing to my breast 







set their satisfaction 



before my satisfaction, 










Excerpt of Su 
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In the Traditions 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The Prophet said, "The most courageous of people is he who 
overcomes his desires/' 

"A strong person is not one who overcomes 
people, but a strong person is one who overcomes his own self/ 7 



Imam Ali said, "Prohibiting one's self from desire is the 
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FOR EVERY LMMG 







overtake you, then you shall be sent back to the Knower of the 
unseen and the seen (62:8) 

In the Traditions 

The Holy Prophet said, "Remember the destroyer of pleasures." 
When asked what that was, he replied, 'Death. Whenever one of 
Allah's servants remembers this when he is wealthy, this world 
is constricted for him. Whenever he remembers it in hardship, 
it is expanded for him." 

Imam Ali said "Wash the dead and your heart will be moved, for 
surely an empty body is a profound lesson" 
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ARTIST'S NOTES: SOMETIMES, when I have to go for prayer, i feel its like a chore, then 

I THINK TO MYSELF, DOES WORSHIPING GOD HAVE TO BE A BURDEN? CAN IT NOT BE A PLEASURABLE 
ACTIVITY THAT ONE LOOKS FORWARD TO? HOW IS IT THAT SOME PEOPLE LIKE ABU PHAR CAN 
SPEND A WHOLE NIGHT IN PRAYER? THEN I REALIZE THE PROBLEM IS IN THE WAY I'M LOOKING AT 
PRAYER. HOW CAN ONE NOT LOOK FORWARD TO PRAYER, WHEN GOD INVITES YOU TO HIS DOMAIN IN 
THE DARK OF THE NIGHT TO HAVE A PRIVATE CONVERSATION? 
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In the Traditions 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The Prophet said, "The most noble of my community are those who 
carry the Qur'an in their hearts, and those who stand in prayer at night" 
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A MAN RECITES A PRAYER TAUGHT BY IMAM ALI 



I DO NOT WORHSIP 
GOD PROMPTED BY 






ENTER HEAVEN 
BECAUSE SUCH IS 



■ 




A MAN WHO IS 
WORKING FOR 



■ 




I WORSHIP GOD OUT OF MY LOVE FOR HIM, AND 
THE KNOWLEDGE THAT HE ALONE IS WORTHY 

I 




GIVE HIM. 
NOBLE MEN 





ARTIST'S NOTES: THIS SAYING OF IMAM ALI CAS) HAS BEEN AN EYE OPENER FOR ME. AFTER 
READING IT, I REALIZED THAT HEAVEN & HELL ARE JUST INCENTIVES FOR US TO DO GOOD AND 
STAY AWAY FROM EVIL. THE REAL GOAL IS GOD HIMSELF. 



In the Qur } an 



And those who patiently persevere, seeking the pleasure of their 
Lord, and keep up prayer and spend (benevolently) out of what 
We have given them secretly and openly and repel evil with good; 




The Prophet said, "Man is with whom he loves. Whoever loves a 
bondsman in Allah, loves Allah. No one loves Allah except he 
whom Allah loves." 





were it not incumbent to accept Thy command, 

I would declare Thee far too exalted for me to 











in 






my scope can hardly reach the point 
where I may be a locus for calling Thee holy! 




















to supplicate Thee, 
declare Thee exalted 








of the 




Prayer of the Rememberers 

by Imam Zainul Abideen 
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HOW TO PRAY 




O 




< 

> 






/ 











4 




V 



A. 



V 




CONCERNING ME> THEM SURELY I AM VERY NEAR; 
I ANSWER THE PRAYER OF THE SUPPLICANT 

WHEN HE CALLS ON ME" 
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J 




_ 








Inth 




Traditions 







from a heedless and distracted heart." 











The Prophet said, "Whoever prays two cycles of prayer, and does 
not allow his mind to wander to the affairs of this world, will be 





ff 








with it and do not force it. Make allowances for both its weariness 



and its activity, except for the daily obligations that are incumbent 
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BY 














SHOULD DESPAIR OF THIS WORLD, 
WHAT IT CONTAINS OF CREATION 






WITH. EMPTY YOUR HEART OF 
PREOCCUPATION WHICH MIGHT 








THE IMMENSITY OF ALLAH WITH 
YOUR INNERMOST BEING, AND 








BEFORE HIM. KNOW THAT ALLAH 
DOES NOT NEED YOUR SERVICE. HE 











THE BONDSMAN OF ALLAH 
DOES NOT TRULY BOW (IN 
RUKU') BUT THAT ALLAH 
ADORNS HIM WITH THE LIGHT 
OF HIS RADIANCE, SHADES 
HIM IN THE SHADE OF HIS 
GREATNESS AND CLOTHES 
HIM IN THE GARMENT OF HIS 
PURITY. BOWING IS FIRST 
AND PROSTRATION 
IS SECOND: THERE IS 
COURTESY IN BOWING, AND 
IN PROSTRATION NEARNESS 
TO ALLAH. WHOEVER IS NOT 
GOOD IN THE COURTESY IS 









PROSTRATION IN 

ALLAH MADE PROSTRA- 
TION THE OCCASION TO 





DRAW NEAR TO HIM 
ONE'S HEART, INNER- 
MOST BEING AND 
SPIRIT. WHOEVER 
DRAWS NEAR TO HIM IS 
FAR FROM ALL THAT IS 






DO YOU NOT SEE THAT IN ITS OUTWARD 
APPEARANCE THE STATE OF PROSTRATIONS IS 
NOT COMPLETE EXCEPT BY DISAPPEARING 
FROM ALL THINGS AND BEING VEILED FROM ALL 
THAT THE EYES SEEP THUS DOES ALLAH WANT 
THE INWARD BEING TO BE. IF SOMEONE'S 
HEART IS ATTACHED TO SOMETHING OTHER 
THAN ALLAH IN PRAYER, HE IS NEAR TO THAT 
THING, AND FAR FROM THE REALITY OF WHAT 
ALLAH DESIRES IN HIS PRAYER. 



SALAM (PEACE) 

THE MEANING OF THE TASLIM 
(GREETING OF PEACE) AT THE 
END OF 







SECURITY, THAT IS, 
WHO CARRIES OUT THE 
COMMAND OF ALLAH AND THE 
SUNNAH OF HIS PROPHET 
OUT OF HUMILITY TO HIM 

, HAS 

SECURITY FROM THE TRIBU- 
LATIONS OF THIS WORLD AND 
FREEDOM FROM THE PUNISH 
MENT OF THE NEXT WORLD. 

AL-SALAM (PEACE) IS ONE OF THE NAMES OF 












SO THAT THEY WOULD MAKE USE OF IT IN 

, TRUSTS AND CONTRACTS; IN 









AND FOR THE SOUNDNESS OF THEIR SOCIAL 
RELATIONS. 






servants ask you about Me, (tell them that) I am indeed 

most near. I answer the supplicant's call when he calls Me. So let 
them respond to Me, and let them have faith in Me, so that they 











hast distracted me from thanking Thee! 
The flood of Thy bounty has rendered me incapable 










m 




The continuous rush of Thy benefits has thwarted me 

from spreading the news of Thy gentle favours! 








and witnesses to his own disregard and negligence 
Thy favours are many - 









For my thanking Thee requires thanksgiving 
Whenever I say, To Thee belongs praise!', 






HAHA WHAT NONSENSE! 
WITH SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS 
OF HEALING THESE OLD 

FASHIONED 



HOLDING 
BACK PROG 
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In the Traditions 





it is 




?! 






who asks from Him, 



takes him to his wish 










covers over his sin and cloaks it 



when he shows it o 









of the Thankful 
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ARTISTS NOTES: philosophers debate what the fundamental nature of reality is. 

IF WE BELIEVE THAT THE MATERIAL WORLD IS ALL THAT EXISTS, THEN OUR VALUE SYSTEM IS BASED 
ON MATERIAL OBJECTS. IF WE THINK DEEPLY, WE'LL SEE THAT THE MATERIAL WORLD IS ONLY A 
SHADOW OF THE REAL WORLD. IN THE REAL WORLD, WHAT REALLY MATTERS ARE DIVINE VALUES 
SUCH AS TRUTH, LOVE, PEACE AND 6R0WTH. 6 RE AT LEADERS UNDERSTOOD THIS AND USED IT TO 
DRIVE POSITIVE SOCIAL CHANGE IN SPITE OF MATERIAL FORCES AGAINST THEM. 




ARTIST'S NOTES: THE WUDHU (ABLUTION) is often done as a mindless exercise, but when 

I RECALL THIS STORY IT BRINGS BACK MY ATTENTION TO THE ACT OF PERFORMING THE WUDHU. 
THE PROPHET HAS SAID THAT ONE OF THE SECRETS TO BE ATTENTIVE IN PRAYER IS TO PERFORM 
THE ABLUTION WITH AWARENESS, REMINDING OURSELVES WHOM WE ARE PREPARING TO APPROACH. 



And keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate and bow sown with 
those who bow down... And see assistance through patience and 
prayer, and most surely this is most difficult except for the 
humble ones. (2:43-45) 
















seeking hospitality, 

and whom Thou hast not received hospitably? 
Who is the one who has dismounted at Thy door 























away 





oin 





while I know of no patron qualified by beneficence but Thee? 








em 
























i 




Should I cut off my hope for Thee, 

when Thou hast shown me of 


















my 











O He through whose mercy 

the strivers reach felicity 

Excerpt of 





prayer of the Hopeful 
by Imam Zainul Abideen 
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In the Traditions 



OGod, 

bless Muhammad and his Household, 

delight my soul through Thy decree, 

expand my breast through the instances of Thy decision, 

give to me a trust through which I may admit 

that Thy decree runs only to the best, 
and let my gratitude to Thee 

for what Thou hast taken away from me 
be more abundant than my gratitude to Thee 

for what Thou hast conferred upon me! 
Preserve me from imagining any meanness 

in someone who is destitute 
or imagining any superiority 

in someone who possesses wealth, 

for the noble is he 

whom obedience to Thee has ennobled 
and the exalted is he 

whom worship of Thee has exalted! 
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And verity in the remembrance of Allah do the hearts find rest (13:28) 



In the Traditions 




because bounties are sources of delight (in this world), whereas to 

thank brings bounties in this world and the hereafter." 
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v!) 
O 




• 

3 



A SAYING- OF 



IMAM MUSA AL 
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I 




I 



GOD REPLIED: 



I POSSESS A TREASURE THAT 

is G-REATER tham the s<y. 



~ SMELLS BETTER THAN 

THE PERFUMES OF PARADISE 



~ more BEAUTIFUL 

THAM THE CELESTIAL 

KINGDOM 














\ 



1 




ITS EARTH is ENLIGHTENMENT 

ITS SKy is BELIEF 

ITS moon is LOVE 

ITS STARS ARE INSPIRATION 

ITS CLOUDS ARE REASON 
ITS FRUITS ARE OBEDIENCE 
AND ITS YIELD IS WISDOM 














a 






a 






is present 





a vi 






a good 










earth, and verily they are the hearts. 
Allah are the softest ones, the purest ones, and the firmest ones: 
those that are the softest to their brothers, those that are the most 










"Tears only dry up (i.e. fail to flow) as a result of 

hardness of the heart, and the hearts only harden as a result of 











the ne 





Imam al-Jawad said, 
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LILLAH 



O 




< 

> 

5 



IT'S IOTH CENTURY BAGHDAD, 
SHAYKH ABDUL QADIR TAKES 
A CLASS IN A MADRASSA. 

SOMEONE 






/ 







LILLAH (ALL PRAISE BELONGS TO GOD) 



WE UNDERSTOOD 
WHY YOU PRAISED 




HEARD THE GOOD 

MEWS, but WHAT 



. ■ 




FOR PRAISING GOD 
WHEN YOU HEARD 



YOUR 






WHEN I 

I SEARCHED IN MYSELF IF I FELT 
&RIEVED BECAUSE OF THE NEWS 




WHEN I HEARD THAT 
MY SHIP WAS SAFE, 
I SEARCHED IN MYSELF 

if I was OVER JOYED 



AND I PRAISED 
GOD THAT I 
WAS NOT 












SO THAT YOU MAy NOT GRIEVE FOR WHAT HAS ESCAPED yOO, 

NOR BE EXULTANT AT WHAT HE HAS GIVEN yOU (QURAN 57:23) 
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THE MEANING 




DC 

o 




i 

5 






/ 
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68 



A MAM COMPLAINED TO 

IMAM AU C'A>. 



if 



THE WORLD 



N 













, because by means 





it he is saved from evil. 
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QUESTIONS 



THERE ARE 3 TEACHINGS 

DO NOT AGREE WITH MY 
TEACHER. IMAM J AFAR... 




o 














I I 








SOD CAN NEVER 



SEEN 



HOW 



THIS POSSIBLE? 



SINCE SATAN 



MADE 



HOW CAN HE FEEL ANY 



FIRE? 



3. IF GOD 



CONTROL 



MAN 



DESTINY, WHY SHOULD 





THIS MAN CLAIMS THAT IF GOD IS THERE, THEN HE MUS 



SEEN. 



NOW COMPLAINING OF PAIN. JUST AS PAIN CAN 



SEEN 



MADE OUT OF CLAY AND THIS BRICK WITH WHICH I 
HEAD IS ALSO MADE OUT OF CLAY. fF CLAY CAN INFLICT PAIN 



0\\ 



LASTLY, WHY DOES 



WANT JUSTICE FROM YOU? 



WELL TRANSFER THE PUNISHMENT 

RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL 



0OD WHO, ACCORD 

IONS 
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He grants wisdom to whom He pleases, and whoever is granted 
wisdom, he indeed is given a great good and none but men of 
understanding mind. (2:269) 



In the Traditions 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The Prophet said, "The very basis of man is his intellect, and the man 
devoid of intellect has no religion." 
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In the Traditions 



Imam Jaf ar has said, "The proof of the man of intellect lies in two 














tested. Knowledge guides him in his actions; gnosis is his certainty 
in the paths he treads, and forbearance is his companion at all times. 
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HE WHO DOES 
N ATOM'S WEIGHT 
OF GOOD, SHALL 

SEE IT 
AND HE WHO DOES 
AN ATOM'S WEIGHT 
OF EVIL, SHALL 

SEE IT 

- QURAN (99:7-8: 




In the Traditions 



Imam Ja'far was asked the meaning of Allah's words, '(In order) that 




ARTIST S NOTES: HEAVEN & HELL are mot just something awaiting us IN the afterlife - 

THEY ARE SOMETHING WE ARE CREATING FOR OURSELVES IN THE PRESENT LIFE AS WELL. WE CREATE 
OUR HEAVEN & HELL AS WE MAKE OUR CHOICES BETWEEN ACTIONS THAT EITHER PROMOTE OR 
RESTRICT OUR SPIRITUAL GROWTH. THE CLOSER WE MOVE TOWARDS GOD, THE CLOSER WE COME TO 
HEAVEN, AND THE GREATER WE DISTANCE OURSELVES FROM GOD, THE GREATER WE NEAR 
OURSELVES TO HELL. 
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KEY TO 




O 




5 







/ 






KNOWLEDGE IS A 



THE KEY TO WHICH 







QUESTION 



SO ASK AND ALLAH WILL HAVE MERCy ON 






THE SPEAKER 




LIU 




3^3 







My 





ME IN MY 
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WE THINK PROBLEMS ARE 
BAD, BUT PROBLEMS CAM 

BE A GOOD THING-, 

IF WE CAM CHANGE OUR 

PERSPECTIVE. 



PROBLEMS CAM BECOME A 

MEAMS FOR THE ATTRIBUTES 

OF ALLAH TO REAV/EAL 
THROUGH 




O 






• 







/ 








GIVE CHARITY TO 
SUSTAIN THE POOR. 




WHEN YOU'RE FEELING- 
DEPRESSED, BECOME 

APPRECIATIVE OF 





LLJ 














i 




J 















DONE SOMETHING 
TO HURT YOU, 






THE 










WHEN yOU SEE 

INJUSTICE IN this 









i 



THE 
APPPEC/A T/VE 









THE 





A 









THE 
JUST 




FACED WITH A PROBLEM. 
LOOK AT THE PROBLEM 






i 






f 





AND ASK WHICH OF THE 
ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH NEED 

TO MANIFEST IN this 

SITUATION 


















AS ANTIDOTES FOR THE 

PROBLEM, BY MEDITATING 















AMD THEM BY TAKIMG ACTION! 
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The Prophet said, 'When Allah loves a servant He tests him with 
tribulations, and if he endures these He selects him (for His Proximity), 
and if he bears them with satisfaction, He distinguishes him 
(a higher status)." 



ARTISTS NOTES: this has to be my favorite sufi comic, how does spiritual practice & 
OUR relationship to gov help us to deal with problems in our daily lives? the answer 

IS IN THIS COMIC. 



■ 



0 



J" 



v. 

\ 





Mm. m 



RlDHA , 
TELL ME, HOW IS YOUR 

GOD? AND WHERE IS HE? 



YOUR OPINION 

IS MISTAKEN. HE 
DETERMINED THE 

'WHERE' AND 
FASHIONED 

THE % HOW'. HE WAS 
WHEN THERE WAS 
NO WHERE' AND 




HE IS NO T KNOWN 
THROUGH SENSE 

PERCEPTION. 



\ 




> 



THEN SUREL Y HE IS 

NOTHING, IF HE 
CANNOT BE 

PERCEIVED BY 
THE SENSES! 



YOU DENY HIM 



AND WE BELIEVE THAT 
HE IS GOD, FOR THE SAME 
REASON. IF HE HAD 
BEEN PERCEPTIBLE HE 

WOULD ALSO 
HA VE BEEN A 



THEN TELL M E, 



COME TO EXIST? 



TELL ME WHEN HE WAS NOT, 
ANDX WILL TELL YOU WHEN 



I ASK YOU A 
QUESTION AND 
YOU QUESTION 
ME IN RETURN! 



i 



WHEN YOU HA VE 

NO KNOWLEDGE 
ABOUT HIS NON-EXISTENCE, 

THE QUESTION ITSELF 
IS INVALID. THAT WHEN HE 

CAME TO EXIST? 



\3 



IF HE HAD EXISTED 
HE WOULD HAVE 
BEEN VISIBLE AND 

BEEN IN SOME 

PLACE 



HE IS NOT ENCOMPASSED 



— 



■ 



CREATION, AND NOT 
THA T OF THE CREA TOR. 
HE IS THE CREA TOR OF 
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Qur' 





your 













/ 
















iA. 1 



i 










resembles Him; everything which enters one's ima 
concerning Him is a misinterpretation." 








"O Muhammad, describe for me 





ft 












by that with which He has described Himself-and how should one 
describe that Creator whom the senses cannot perceive, ima 








delimit and sight cannot encom 































, SO 



1 






Him, Where 7. He sunders 'howness' and 'whereness', so He is "One . 



the Everlasting Refuge 





as He has described Himself. But 
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> 














t 




r 





QON'T 

KNOW 



ro wr MUD AND 

WATER IN A BOTTLE 
FOR WORMS TO GROW, 



I WILL 




A CLAIM 



THA T THE IMAM 

CANNOT REFUTE! 




XMAM J AFAR 



X AM 

OF 




CUBA Tt 






REALLY? TBLL US 
HOW MANY OF 

THEM ARE MALE 
AND HOW MANY 

FEMALE? 
COMMAND THE 

WORMS GOING ONE 
WAY TO CRAWL 
IN THE OPPOSITE 

DIRECTION. 

A T LEAST TELL US 
WHAT IS THE WEIGHT 

OF EACH OF THEM ? 



i 



f 




■ 



I 



3s. 




\ 




CAN'T 
DOIT 



"1. 












4/ 





I 

£ 





WHEN NEITHER YOU HA VE 
ANY KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THEM, 



ANY CONTROL 



THEN HOW CAN YOU BE 

THEIR CREATOR? 
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of people that claim that this (creation) is 
the Imam said, "Ask them about this nature, does it have knowledge 
and power to carry out such actions (as creation) or not? 

then what is 















without knowledge or without purpose while having witnessed the 
exactness and wisdom therein, it is (obviously) known that this is 




a 









88 





90 





▲ 










o 






/ 




t 
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In the Traditions 



Imam Ali was asked by one of his companions, Dhi'lib al-Yamani, 
'Have you seen your Lord?' The Imam replied, f I would not worship 
















through 



the verities of faith.' 
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References for Traditions: 

Prophetic Traditions in Islam 

A collection of Traditions from the Prophet Muhammad and the Ahlyl 




Nahjul Balagha 

A collection of Sermons, Letters and Sayings left as a memorial from 
Imam Ali (as). 
Compiled by: Syed Radi 
Publisher: Tahrike Tarsile Quran 



Sahife Sajjadiya (Pslams of Islam) 

The oldest prayer manual in Islamic sources and one of the most seminal 
works of Islamic spirituality of the early period. It was composed by the 




Lantern of the Path 

A collection of sayings by Imam Jaf ar Sadiq on knowledge, behaviour 
remembrance, prayer and fear of God. 
Translated by: Shaykh Fadhlalla Haeri 
Publisher: Muhammadi Trust 



Mizan Al-Hikmah (The Scale of Wisdom) 

A collection of traditions by the Prophet & the Ahlul Bayt, covering 
almost 2000 topics. Collection complied by M Muhammadi Rayshahri 
Translated by: N Virjee, A Kadhim, M Bozorgi, Z Alsalami,A Virjee 

Publisher: ICAS Press 
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